THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

ing such wretches as Servetus, de Beze assured them that
the false name of the place of publication and the
pseudonymous authorship would not save them from
persecution. "Every one knows who you are and what
are your plans. ... I warn you while there is yet time,
Bellius and Montfort and your whole clique."

Only to outward seeming, then, was de Beze's tract
a contribution to an academic dispute. The threat above
quoted gives it its true significance. The defenders of
spiritual freedom were to realize at last that they were
putting their lives in peril every time they demanded
humane treatment. In his impatient desire to make
Sebastian Castellio, leader of the "Bellianists," incauti-
ous, de Beze accused him of cowardice. The Genevese
pastor wrote scornfully: "He, who in other respects is so
bold, shows in this book, which speaks so much of com-
passion and clemency, that he is a coward, inasmuch as
he only ventures to thrust out his head when his face is
covered by a mask." Perhaps the writer hoped that
Castellio would take warning, and cautiously retire into
the background; or perhaps he really wanted Castellio
to disclose himself. Anyhow, Castellio was quick to raise
the gauntlet. The very fact that Genevese orthodoxy
now showed itself disposed to make a dogma and a
regular practice of its repulsive behaviour, forced Castel-
lio, though a passionate lover of peace, to declare open
war. He saw that the decisive hour had struck. Unless
the crime committed upon Miguel Servetus was, though
posthumously, brought before the court of appeal con-
stituted by the whole of Christendom, brands from this
first burning would be used to fire hundreds, nay,
thousands, of similar ones. What had been no more
than an isolated act of murder, would petrify into a prin-
ciple. Intermitting, for the moment, his learned labours,
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